
How to Use Crazy Quilt Stencils 

(Item # PCW139 thru PCW146) 

Backing blocks: Use either a 10” square of white thin muslin or thin cotton batiste if 
you prefer a fabric backing. Tracing paper (the kind that comes on rolls is good) is also 
fine for backing blocks. 

If finishing with hand embroidery, I prefer the fabric backing. If machine embroidering, 
paper is fine. Caution: you only tear away the paper after the work is done. 

With both backings, do NOT trim to size until the embroidery is completed. Trim blocks 
to 8 ½” (includes seam allowance). 

Tracing the pattern: Align the stencil with the grain of the fabric and use a pencil or 
fine-point black Sharpie to trace through the slots in the stencil and transfer the design 
to the backing. Remember to also trace the numbers. It’s preferable that you can see 
through the backing to see the traced lines from either side.  

Sewing: Choose your fabrics. Cut a generous-size patch of fabric for the #1 space. Pin 
it right side up over the #1 drawn patch. Choose fabric #2, again cutting generously, 
and position over the #2 patch. Flip it over onto #1 and pin. To test the placement, turn 
over the backing block and straight-pin along the #1/#2 seam line. Turn block over, 
unpin #2 and see if it flaps back over to completely cover the #2 patch. If it does NOT, 
you’ve cut the #2 fabric patch too small. Re-cut #2 larger. If any fabric patch is grossly 
larger than its intended area, you can trim but always leave a seam allowance.  

When your fabric placement is right, turn to the back of the blocks and stitch along the 
#1/#2 seam, beginning and ending a stitch or two just beyond the line. Flap #2 down in 
place and proceed using the same method for all patches. Note: any patch touching an 
outside seam should be large enough to cover the seam allowance as well. In other 
words, an 8 ½” square. 

After sewing: gently press the block flat. If using a paper backing block, use a dry iron 
set on ‘wool’.  

Embroidering: Finishing the block with embroidering is a lot of fun. You can use the 
fancy stitches on your sewing machine or make the block into a portable project and 
stitch by hand. Embroider following the order of the patches. Note: embroidering is 
optional. 

Trimming: When all work is done on the block, give it another press and trim to 8 ½”. 
Done! 

These Crazy Quilt Stencils give people a quick start on crazy quilting and can turn into a 
class, block-of-the-month, or club project.    
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